
CITY BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL #2376

DATE: October 18, 2004

DATE SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING: October 29, 2004

LOCATION: Generally located east of N. 27th Street and south of Superior Street.

ADDRESS: 4221 Industrial Avenue.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: See attached.

APPLICANT: August Ponstingl
201 N. 8th Street, Suite 401
(402)474-7677

LOT AREA: 1 acre, more or less.

ZONING:  I-1, Industrial

EXISTING LAND USE: Manufacturing.

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:
North: Warehouse, manufacturing, commercial I-1
South: Warehouse, manufacturing, commercial I-1
East: Warehouse, manufacturing, commercial I-1
West: Warehouse, manufacturing, commercial I-1

TYPE OF APPEAL:
THIS APPEAL IS DIRECTED TO THE BOARD RELATIVE TO A VARIANCE.

Section 27.69.075(a), L.M.C. allows a maximum area of 100 square feet for pole signs. 
A variance from 100 square feet to 149 square feet is requested.

STAFF FINDINGS:
1. This is a request to increase the area of a pole sign.

2. The applicant indicated the existing sign has poor visibility to N. 27th Street, is
unreadable, and obscured by existing buildings and fences.  The applicant did
not indicate how the property is peculiar, unusual or exceptional.

3. Many industrial properties are located off private roadways, internal to the site. 
Signs in the area are consistent with those allowed in the I-1, Industrial district.

4. The sign is readable from N. 27th Street.  The applicant’s photographs give the
impression that the sign is not readable from the street and the application states
it is unreadable.  Staff drove past the site in each direction and was able to easily
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read the sign from N. 27th and Superior Streets. 

5. The I-1, Industrial sign text reads as follows:

(a) One on-premises pole sign or one on-premises ground sign per business per frontage is permitted. Such signs
shall be spaced a minimum of fifty feet apart along any street frontage. In those instances where only a single
business is conducted on the premises and the premises has a frontage along any one street of 150 feet or more, the
business may have a maximum of two ground or pole signs as otherwise permitted in this section on any such
frontage with a minimum spacing of 100 feet. If such sign is located in a required front yard, it shall not exceed fifty
square feet of area, and a pole sign shall have a maximum height of twenty-five feet. If such sign is located outside
the required front yard, it may have a maximum area of 100 square feet and a maximum height of fifty feet. If such
sign is a combination of the two signs of over 150 feet frontage, it may be increased to 150 square feet in area and
forty-five feet in height; provided it is fifty feet from other premises; a ground sign shall have a maximum height of
eight feet.
(b) On-premises wall signs on building facades, attached to the face of the building, marquee, or mansard roof or
substantially parallel thereto and not extending beyond or above the roof or the top of the cornice wall, are permitted.
The sign area of such wall signs per building facade shall not exceed thirty percent coverage of the wall face, or a
total of 500 square feet, whichever is lesser. Any marquee sign shall not exceed three feet in height or the height or
vertical thickness of the marquee, whichever is greater. One pedestrian marquee sign per entrance not exceeding
one foot in height and six square feet in area is permitted. 
(c) Where more than one business is located on the premises, the on-premises signs permitted in the required front
yard, pursuant to (a) above, may be combined. The resultant sign shall not exceed 150 square feet in area. Such pole
signs shall be spaced a minimum of seventy-five feet from an adjoining premises.
(d) In lieu of the signs permitted in subparagraph (a) above, projecting signs may be substituted.
Such projecting signs may project from the building a maximum of six feet six inches and shall not extend above the
roof line or top of a cornice wall. Such sign may project over the public right-of-way when the building is erected
adjacent to the front property line. Such sign shall have a minimum clearance of eight feet above the walk or grade
below and a maximum area of 100 square feet. 
(e) Off-premises signs not exceeding 700 square feet in area and forty-five feet in height are
permitted, subject to the provisions of Section 27.69.035.
(f) In the I-1 zoning district, the following signs shall be permitted to identify a distinct industrial area of twenty or more
acres, under common ownership or constituting a single subdivision, and containing three or more separate
industries:
(i) Two ground signs, not exceeding eight feet in height and 100 square feet in area, at each
main entrance to such industrial area from a major street. (ii) One ground sign, not exceeding eight feet in height and
100 square feet in area, at each minor or secondary entrance to such industrial area, or at each entrance from a
collector or local street. Such signs shall be spaced a minimum of 600 feet along any street frontage and may be
illuminated. Before receiving any sign permits for signs authorized under this subsection, a sign plan for all entrances
to such industrial area, conforming to the above specified requirements, shall be submitted to the Planning Director.

6. The Board of Zoning Appeals is empowered to grant variances “to the extent
necessary to permit the owner a reasonable use of the land in those specified
instances where there are peculiar, exceptional and unusual circumstances in
connection with a specific parcel of land, which circumstances are not generally
found within the locality or neighborhood concerned.”

7. If this appeal were not granted the owner could keep the existing sign, or relocate
the sign according to the I-1 sign code.

Prepared by
Becky Horner, 441-6373, rhorner@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Planner
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Zoning:
R-1 to R-8
AG
AGR
R-C
O-1
O-2
O-3
R-T
B-1
B-2
B-3
B-4
B-5
H-1
H-2
H-3
H-4
I-1
I-2
I-3
P

Residential District
Agricultural District
Agricultural Residential District
Residential Convervation District
Office District
Suburban Office District
Office Park District
Residential Transition District
Local Business District
Planned Neighborhood Business District
Commercial District
Lincoln Center Business District
Planned Regional Business District
Interstate Commercial District
Highway Business District
Highway Commercial District
General Commercial District
Industrial District
Industrial Park District
Employment Center District
Public Use District 
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